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Anti-SSMers are piling on x2

By Rick Karlin, Capitol bureau in Gay marriage, Roy McDonald 

Posted on February 29, 2012 at 12:15 pm 

One of the state’s leading anti-same sex marriage groups is wasting no time publicizing news that the Saratoga County community of Wilton’s GOP has endorsed someone other than Roy McDonald for state senate.

Less than a day after the Wilton GOP Committee endorsed Assemblyman Steve McLaughlin, Jason McGuire, of New Yorkers for Constitutional Freedoms, is also noting that another GOP Senator who voted for same sex marriage last June, Buffalo’s Mark Grisanti, has lost the support of Erie County conservatives.

McGuire also notes that longtime Saratoga County GOP Chair Jasper Nolan may be something of a revolt on this issue. Nolan is known for controlling a lot of patronage jobs locally and on the state level (Saratoga County is major bedroom community for Albany) so it will be interesting to see how this plays out.

Here is the release from McGuire:

    There are a lot of shaky knees in the liberal wing of the Republican establishment today. Just days ago Senator Mark “Gay Marriage” Grisanti (R-Buffalo) lost the Erie County Conservative Party endorsement, but last night “RINO” Roy McDonald (R-Wilton) lost the support of his hometown Republican committee in the Town of Wilton.

    Rev. Jason J. McGuire, Executive Director, New Yorkers for Constitutional Freedoms PAC, said, “It’s a humiliating blow when an incumbent elected official loses his own town, but it just may indicate that ol’ ‘RINO’ Roy is in trouble all across his district.” On Saturday, Sen. McDonald lost the town of Malta, then it was the Halfmoon straw poll, but last night’s Wilton meeting was the biggest blow yet.

    Now, Saratoga County Republican Chairman Jasper Nolan has a dilemma on his hands. Chairman Nolan has already moved up the endorsement process to this Saturday, March 3 in an attempt to hurry up and lock down the county’s endorsement for Roy McDonald, but there is a local uprising. Actual Republican voters – the base of the party – want a different candidate. They’re asking Assemblyman Steve McLaughlin (R-Melrose) to run for the seat.    

    McGuire believes, “Rank-and-file Republican committee members are rejecting McDonald’s flip-flops on tax increases and gay ‘marriage’. They’re fed up with his support of Medicaid funding of abortion, Planned Parenthood’s sex education, over-the-counter abortifacients for minors, and hostility toward school choice.”

    Establishment Republican spin doctors will try desperately to claim that these cases have nothing to do with the senators’ vote for same-sex “marriage”, but Erie County Chairman Ralph Lorigo’s recent comments provide some clarity. In an interview with The Buffalo News, Lorigo stated that it was ultimately gay “marriage” that caused county Conservatives to reject Grisanti.

    Lorigo told The Buffalo News, “The worst problem [Sen. Grisanti] has is the question about his integrity,” referring to Sen. Grisanti’s broken promise to uphold the authentic definition of marriage. “I understand the argument made to us that the Republican Senate may hang in the balance,” Lorigo said. “Unfortunately, a number of people on my board feel the Republican Senate has not been there for the job we expect them to do,” added Lorigo.

    “The incumbent Senator McDonald has already sold out on one vote, how can his constituents have any confidence that he won’t sell out another,” asked McGuire. 

    “Now the only question is whether or not party establishment will get behind the base, or force the establishment choice on the voters once again. If the party pushes the people, it may just end up in a bitter primary,” concluded McGuire.

McDonald spokesman Mike Veitch just called and noted that also last night the Stillwater GOP committee unanimously endorsed McDonald. He also noted that Malta, wouldn’t be in McDonald’s district under the current redistricting proposal.
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